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SATURDAY, June 22, 1754. 








~ Veteres ita moratur laudatque Poetas. 
Indignor quidquam reprebendi non quia craffe 
Scriptum, ille pidive putetur fed quia nuper. 
: Hor. 


{r the following Letter affords my Readers as much, Pleafure, 
as I have received from it, I fhall have no Reafon-to be forry 
for giving it a Place in this Day’s Paper. » 


To Cuarres Rancer, £77. 


K NOW the Importance of an Author 
to himfelf is fo very great, that he looks 
upon it as abfolutely neceffary, that the 
Public fhould be informed of every parti- 
cular Circumftance relating to his Body or 
Mind ; as. for Inftance, at what Hour he 





himfelf to Sleep; whether his Slumbers were interrupted, and 
above all, the Purport of his Dreams, for Dreams defcend from 
Fove. In my Senfe this Prattice is perfectly juft; but I hope 
Mr. Ranger will not monopolize Dreaming, and that he will 
give an occafional Writer the Liberty of communicating to 
the Public, how he paffed the Night My Hopes of fucceed- 
ing in this Requeft are the more fanguine, as the intelleCtual 
Scene, of which I mean here to give fome Account was occafi- 
oned by a Pertifal of a Vifion of your own,. in which-you de- 
fcribe a Sacrifice to the Graces. : 

THe 








230 THE GRAY’s INN JOURNAL. No.3. 


_ Tue Images, which that Piece excited in my Fancy, incor- 
porated, if I may fo call it, with the Ideas, that have been up- 
permoft in my waking Thoughts for fome Time paft, and I 
imagined in my Sleep that there was a general Eleétion in Par- 
nafjus for proper Members to reprefent the Republic, of Letters. 
It feems, Apollo was induced by frequent Murmurs and Com- 
plaints to diffolve his Parliament; fome Male-contents among 
the Moderns, being of Opinion, that the Antients had arbitra- 
tily voted themfelves perpetual Dictators in Wit, whereas, upon 
a free uninfluenced Election, they believed themfelves capable 
of returning a larger Number than the faid Antients. The Par- 
ty for the Moderns was ledon by Monfieur De la Motte, Perrault 
and Wotton; the two former were vigoroufly oppofed by Boileau, 
Madam Dacier, and the latter by Mr. Pope and Dofor Swift. 
Swift ordered a new Edition of his Battle of the Books to be 
publifhed forthwith, and Pope took occafion to reprint his 
Kffays, and Criticifms upon Homer. The Old and New Intereft 
were the Words by which each Party fignified their Attachments, 
“and Reams of Lampoons, Acroftics, and Redus’s were iffued out 
by the Moderns, which were all anfwered by Epigrams, Fables, 
arid Burlefque Pieces written by the Friends of the Antients. 

Ar length the Writs were iffued out to the proper Off- 
cers to chufe Reprefentatives for the feveral Counties and 
Borough-Towns in Parnaffus, fome Places by poetic Licence 
having Leave to return as many Members, as could fairly 
prove a Qualification. Homer and Virgil were declared for epic 
Poetry ; Milton was fet up by the Encouragement of feveral 
_ Friends, and they were all three accordingly chofen. Homer had 
four and twenty upon the Poll, and Virgil twelve ; Milton by an 
Affefiment a little before the Election created two new Votes, 
by which he alfo reached the Number twelve, and Virgil was 
fo modeft that he madeno Objection to it. Taffo, Sir Richard 
Blackmore, and others were declared Candidates, but the former 
was proved to have bribed with clinquant, and the latter could 
not make out a Qualification. 

SOPHOCLES and Euripides joined Interefts, and Ariftotle 
undertook to canvafs for them; but Shake/pear carried it by a 
great: Majority : Corneille and Racine ftood next upon the Litt, 
but a Scrutiny was demanded in Favour of the Of Intereft, 
who objeéted to the Legality of feveral Votes, and the New Ja- 
ferefi, upon a Sufpicion that fundry Copyholders had polled, 
employed fome French Critics to go through their Ant{wer ; it 
is thought it will at laft end in a double Return. 

In the Region of Comedy the Antients loft their Election 
by a very great Majority ; Moliere, Ben Fobnjon, Congreve and 
Vanburgh, being declared duly elected. Shake/pear was offered 
a Seat in the Houfe for this Quarter, but he chofe to be 


returned for Tragedy. It is faid, that when Mr. Cider ar- 
rives 
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rives here, he will be put up'as a Perfon, duly qualified, tho’ 
it is apprehended. that ‘his Quarrel with Pope has deprived him. 


of feveral Votes. 

Tue New Intereft exulted greatly upon their Conqueft in the: 
Jaft Election, and in Order to:compleat. their Triumph, pro- 
ceed further into the Regions of 'Humoar and Ridicule. Homer 
was here again put up by 4riffotle, who urged the Margites as 
a fuficient Claim; but the Writings of that Eftate being loft, 
he was obliged to decline the Poll. After this an Advertife- 
ment was publifhed, defiring the Votes and Intereft of all the 
true Sons of Merriment for Ariftophanes, Menander, Plautus, 
and Terence, who. had juft loft their Eleétion in another Places 
Lucian fet up upon his own Intereft. The Moderus declared Cer- 
vantes, Rablais, Swift and Butler joint Candidates, being all Gen- 
tlemen heartily attached to true Wit and Humour. Votes 


were alfo follicited for feveral other Perfonages ; Monjieur la 
Sage, Scarroon, Marivaux, and Addifou were ftrongly reeommen- 


ded ;. but. the latter being returned in Conjunction with, Ze- 
rence and le Sage for the Borough of Potirg-Mirrnu,. Sir. Ri- 
chard Steel appeared on the Huftings and withdrew his Friend’s 
Name. Swift mixed with the lower Sort of People; joked 
with the Women about their Pofteriors, and republifhed his 
Account of .the. ftrange Man juft arrived in Town. Rablais 
contributed.a good Deal to the general Mirth; Cervantes occa- 
fionally gave vent to a Vein of low Humour, but Lucian 
could not make himfelf univerfally underftood, and many of 
his Turns did not allude to modern-practifed Life, Scarrpon 
got together a Company of Strollers, and.exhibited Entertain: 
ments in Booths with great Succefs. Ward, Concanon, and 
Tom Brown offered themfelves on this Occafion, but were rejected 
with Contempt. At length the Books were clofed, and Lucian 
Cervantes, Butler, and Swift were declared duly elected At 
which the Managers for the New Juteref were highly inflamed ; 
they lodged a Petition in Favour of Rablais, but fucha Vein of 
Extravagance runthrough the whole, and fome Paffages were 
worked up into fuch a Strain of unintelligible Frolic, that it 
was generally fuppofedit would be given againft him. How- 
ever his Friends were determined to bring him in for an inferior 
Borough, and Scarroon and Marivaux were alfo affured of their 
EleGtion. Whenever Fie/ding fhall take Poffeffion of his Eftate 
in this Part of Pernaffus, there is a Borough ready to elect 
him. 

To have fo many Moderns chofen for the laft Divifion was 
highly agreeable to the New Intecft; they were however a good 
Deal dejected at the Election for Hiffory, for which the Con- 
teft was ineffectual. Thycidides, Salluft, Livy, and Tacitus being 
chofen by a great Majority. Paminianus Strada endeavoured 
to hurt the Ele¢tion of the laft mentioned Writer, in Order, -as 
it was thought, to fubftitute himfelf,; but Peers being al- 
lowed to appear at Elections in Parnaffus, Lord Bolingbroke 

gave 
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gave all his Intereft to Tacitus, and affured him that his Works 
were of infinite Ufe in all his political Traéts. Szluft recom- 
mended St. Real, an approved French Hiftorian, to a Borough. 
Fulius Cefar was put up without his Confent, a literary Fame 
not being the Objeét of his Ambition, Lord Clarendon was for 
a long Time decryed by a Party, but was at laft declared duly 
elected. 

DEMOSTHENES and Cicero harangued from the Huftings, 
and were unanimoufly chofen for Oratory ; it was remarkable that 
among all, who have made a confpicuous Figure in the Briti/ 
Parliaments, not one could make an Oppofition in thefe Regions. 
A Party of Frenchmen endeavoured to make a Stand, upon the 
Strength of fome certain Funeral Orations, but in a few Hours 
they found themfelves greatly out-polled. 

HORACE, Boileau, Dryden, and Mr. Pope were made the 
Reprefertatives of Satyr; Fuvenal and Perfeus having fet up 
for Places upon their own feperate Interefts; as foon as the 
Election was over Mr. Pope thanked the Conftituents for the 
Honour conferred upon him, and fignified his Inclination to take 
his Seat for Ethics, to which he was recommended by the Lord 
Vifcount Bolingbroke. 

Lorp Bacon and Mr. Lock, were returned for real and ufeful 
Philofophy, at which Ariffotle was violently enraged. He was 
however fomewhat comforted to find himfelf the firft on the 
Poll for Criticifm; Longinus, Quintilian, and Bokours were alfo 
declared duly elected. There was a great Number of Boroughs 
in this County, moft of which were reprefented by Frenchmen, 
the Chief of whom was the Abbé du Bos, Author of the Re- 
fleétions upon Poefy and Painting. Mr. Addifon was alfo return- 
ed in this Diftri€&t, but being previoufly chofen, he recommended 
inhis Room the Author of that excellent Poem, The Pleafures of 
/magination. 

In the Regions of mifcellaneous Poetry Dryden had an Offer 
from almoft every Place ; Spencer was elected for a Borough, {aid 
to be ever-run with Witches and Fairies ; In Paforal, Ambrofe 
Philips exerted his utmoft Intereft, but it was faid that Mr. Pope, 
though he did not chufe to be the Reprefentative himfelf, had 
refolved to hinder Philips from coming in. Vzrgil thanked the 
Countty People for the Offers made to himfelf, expatiated on 
rural Happinefs, and faid he fhould always be a Lover of Woods 
and Rivers, but begged Leave to recommend in his room Vaniere, 
Writer of the Predium Rufticum, and the late Mr Fames Thomp- | 
fon Author of the Seafons. 

Tuoucu the New-Interef had no Reajfon to be difatisfied 
with thefe Proceedings, they were highly difappointed in feveral 
Places. However, they were determined to keep up their Spi- 
rits with a Shew of Victory. I fancied their Acclamations 
of Joy were fo loud on the Occafion, that I was awaked from 


my Dream. Iam, 
§1R, 
Oxford, Your moft obedient Servant. 


June 17, 1754. J. NIGHTMARE. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my own Apartme nt June 22. 


i my laft Paper I was led into a Miftake, which has hurt a certain 
Delicacy in my Temper to fuch a Degree, that it is not without Uneafi- 
nefs I now look back upon it, even though I am perfwaded, that when the 
Reader is made acquainted with it, it will not.appear to him a Matter of 
fufficient Confequence to give any Man the leaft Difturbance. But Au- 
thors are frequently of whimfical Difpofitions, and are aétuated by Feelings 
to which the Reft of Mankind are entirely Strangers. Without further 
Preface, be it known that in the laft Week I received an eaftern Story 
of Morad and his Son Adouzaid, which the Perfon, who fent it, told me 
he had tranflated from the French. As I was very much entertained with 
this oriental Tale, I publifhed it laft Saturday, and then learned too late, 
that that very fame Piece was tranflated into French froma Paper, juftly 
in great Repute, publifhed here three or four Years fince. It gave me 
no {mall Confufion, that the Grays’s Inn ‘fournal, which the Author has 
always endeavoured to render as original as poffible, fhould ferve up an 
Entertainment cooked by a third Hand ; what renders this Affair fomewhat 
extvaordinary, is, that in the fame French Mifcellany, from which this 
Indian Narrative was taken, the Author has the Arrogance to talk imperti- 
nently of the’ Rambler, though he has availed himfelf of his Writings with- 
out acknowledging it. As this is the firft Time that this Paper has fub- 
fitted for a fingle Day upon French Tranflation, Mr. Ranger will take 
care it fha!l be the laft, for fear he fhould be impofed upon a fecond Time 
by the Poticy of our Neighbours. | 
The Proceedings at the Court of cenforial Enquiry, on the Coimmiffion 
of Oyer and Terminer, and general Goal Delivery held for the 
Cities of London and Weftmintfter. | 


The Judges being feated and a Jury impanelled, 
jose PH PasToRAL was indicted for that he, without having the Fear 
of the God of Wit before his Eyes, but urged on by a Propenfity to 
thieving, a Volume of Shatefsear did take, and thence a Farce did purloin 
called Shees~/heering, arid the fame'did fend to Covent Garden Playhoute, 


where it was prefented to a numerots Audience at Mr. Barry’s Benefit, 
Se, 


_The Council for, the Profecution urged, that it’ is, offering a very high 
Indignity to the Name of our, immortal Poet to dwindle him down in- 
to a Farce- Writer, and that whoever attempts fuch a Work, %* robs the 
great Bard of that which not enriches him, and makes Shakefpear poor indeed.” 


Fobn Inhep. 1 am a Shoemaker, and I was obliged to take a Ticket 
for the Play from a Neighbour, who faid he had five Pounds worth upon 
his Hands; and fol weat to the Play, and [ then faw a Farce, as they call 
it, which a Geitlefnan that I work for in the Temple, faid, was taken 
from a Plav of Shak: Jpear. And further I know not, 
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Mary Cherry-cheek—I am Servant-maid to Mrs. Macflummery; and my 
Mittrefs, fhe took a good many Tickets; fhe does fo every Year; and fo 
fhe told, Mary, fays' fhe, you may go to’ the Play fays fhe, and you'll 
be rarely diverte3, fays fhe, and take care to be home in good Time, 
fays fhe, and dont go a picking up Fellows, fays fhe—lLord Madam, fays 
I, did you ever know me to trouble myfelf about Fellows, faysI, and Lord 
Madam, fays I, if you fufpects a Body, fays1, you need not fend me at 
all, fays I. And fo I went tho’ for all that, and [ was on the Stage, and 
I faw the fine handfome Man, Lal loves to look at him, that’s a fure 
Thing;-and then they acted Sheep-fheering, and as I ama living Soul I 
went Home ftreight. ) 


Prifoner’s Defence. 
I never did fo in my Life before, and if you’Jl forgive me this Time, 
I'll never do it again. GuItty. 


Upon which he fet up a loud Cry, and roared out 


Ah! filly I, more filly than my Sheep 
Which on the flow’ry Plain I once did keep. 


William Pilfer was indi&ted, that he did fteal from the faid- Wiliam 
Shake/pear a Farce entitled Catherine and Petruchio, and the fame did care 
ry to Drury Laxe where he caufed it to be exhibited “c. 


Thomas Lyrick—I am free of Drury Lane Playhoufe. ever fince I wrote a 
Ballad for a Pantomime; I went. thither on the Night this Piece was per- 
formed, and I {aw the Prifoner behind the Scenes, trembling and biting 
his Nails, with as much Uneafinefs as if he were original Author of the 
Piece ; and I am convinced that I read the beft Part of it in Shakefpear. 

Court. Dont you appear a Witnefs againft the Prifoner out of Envy? 

Lyrick. Envy him! no! no! all his Things are pilfered. If I envy 

People, I fhall envy Originals. 

Wiliam Spout. 1 am an Aétor at *Drury-Lane Play-houfe; I have 
thirty Shillings aWeek, and the Prifoner at the Bar read my Part to me, and 
he told me it would do Wonders, and that he had feveral more of the fame 
Sort; and if I remember right he told me he had taken it from Shake/pear, 


Prifoner’s Defence. . | 
I looked into the Play accidentally, and I had a Mind to be doing, and I 
thought Ifhould get a Trifle by it; and Ido not deny that I ftole the 
Farce, but I imagined there would be a Merit in it rather than otherwife. 
Guilty tod. | 
There was another Indiéiment againft him for the GRUMBLER and fome 
other -Farces, but this being laid for fingle Felony, he was not tried upon it. 


After this came on the Tryal of .David Quibble for punning ; we fhall 
take another Opportunity to give a full and true Account of it in this 


Paper. 








Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the. 
tormer Numbers. 














